REAT SMO I'm hatching out and onto milkweed now
MO n arCh S G O n e m: e : These leaves to munch on for today
’ i And I sure would like to pupate today
Walland Elementary; TN Going to form a chrysalis, there I'll hang
Watch Now

Now I change, now I change
I'm never going to be the same
You're going to see me in two weeks
You're going to see me with my wings, oh
You're going to love the way I change

The Great Smoky Mountains are a nursery for many monarch butterflies every fall.
Milkweed, a toxic plant monarchs can consume, is essential for the insect’s life cycle and migration
to Mexicos Oyamel fir forests every winter. Scientists have yet to determine whether this is an
instinctual or learned behavior. Regardless, the journey is an incredible example of an organism’s
ability to adapt to seasonal changes in the environment. Unfortunately, the decreasing milkweed
population due to human activity dramatically reduced the number of North American monarchs.
However, thanks to conservation efforts by organizations and concerned citizens, the population
is increasing once again. Students can continue to help monarch butterflies by planting milkweed
in their communities and educating others about the benefits of maintaining monarch habitat.

When I emerge, when I emerge
I'm ready for my winter home
I was made to live really old
Because it’s turning really cold, oh
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It’s time for me to be moving on



https://youtu.be/qurRei__D0I



